
 

Parental Authority, Child Custody & Access Rights 

 

Venue: Malta Visual and Performing Arts School 

Joseph Abela Scolaro Street, Hamrun 

Wednesday, 11th December, 2019 from: 6pm - 8pm 

 

Presenters: Dr Ivan Sammut, Mr Anthony Cauchi and Ms Mary Gauci 

Countless parents are being denied access to their children. These calls for access rights are 

motivated both by parents who are often cut off from their children by the alienated parent, 

sometimes as a result of separation and divorce.  

The withdrawal of parental authority is often based on distinctions essentially deriving from 

religious considerations, sexual orientation and other general considerations which the court 

decides upon without establishing a link between the children’s living conditions with their 

mother or their father and their real interests.  

Dr Ivan Sammut advocates that an exhaustive assessment by 

court experts in the child’s best interests is carried out and that 

proper training is given to the legal representatives appointed by 

the court to give a voice to the child’s interest during all stages 

of the proceedings. Otherwise, the court would not be in a 

position to determine what constitutes reasonable and 

proportional parenting, especially in cases where the law does 

not provide, by default, the opportunity to both parents to be 

granted joint & shared custody.  

In cases concerning parental rights, the aim pursued by the law 

should be the protection of the best interests of the child irrespective of whether the child is 

born in or out of wedlock.  

The effective participation of both parents in parental authority should be encouraged unless 

it is determined by the court that the lack of communication between the parents, risks 

harming the welfare of the child.  



Mr. Anthony Cauchi founder of Parental Alienation Support 

Group highlights the importance of the distinctive role of the 

mother and that of the father. Parental Alienation is 

described by targeted parents as the act of one parent who 

gives the child permission to break the other parent’s heart. 

A family dynamic in which a parent engages in behaviours 

likely to foster unjustified rejection to the other parent. 

Generally, it is the end of the marriage that triggers it 

although within marriage, one spouse undermines and 

corrupts the relationship with the children.  

Parental Alienation is considered by experts in the field of 

social care as child abuse and a child protection issue, a psychological and emotional abuse, 

thus an act of domestic violence. The World Health Organisation (WHO) also acknowledges 

parental alienation as a health issue. 

Ms Mary Gauci is the President of Happy Parenting - Malta 

(For Happier Children). She will be speaking about how this 

association was set up and what the objectives are; Why 

children need to be given priority in all decisions taken about 

parental alienation; what is being done by this association in 

Malta including its support group for families. 

 

This is a session with a difference. Each guest will be presenting 

for 15 minutes about their area of expertise. After that the 

audience will have time to bring forward any questions, comments or concerns that they 

themselves might be facing or else in their place of work. 

PLEASE DO COME PREPARED WITH QUESTIONS AS WE ARE PREVILIGED TO 

HAVE SUCH A PANEL WITH US. 

 

 

If you are interested in attending this event, kindly register through the link below: 
https://forms.gle/knLeyFRXwLiYSs5j7 
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